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Badar is gone,’ says a fellow serv-
ant. ‘He was popular and had his key role in the picture.’
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D SEVEN weeks after the death of Sir Henry
Cecil, his legacy is flourishing. A painting of
the peerless Frankel, the wonder-horse he trained,
by artist Sophie Gilbart-Denham was being
auctioned last night at Windsor racecourse.
And the cause was a poignant one for Sir Henry.
For the lot, which includes the buyer ‘meeting’ the
stallion, will benefit the Brighter Future Fund, a
charity founded by Henry's nephew Michael Cecil
who lost his 15-month-old daughter Isla to a rare
brain tumour just a month after she was diagnosed

in Oclober last year. Yesterday property consultant
Michael, 36, who has a four-month-old daughter,
Rose, with his wife Anna, 35, completed a 15-day,
1,100-mile bicycle ride from Cornwall to
Windermere to Southwold, finishing in Windsor.
Isla was a gorgeous girl who died in my arms after
we were told nothing could be done Lo save her,’
says Old Etonian Michael, who will funnel funds
into research at the Royal Marsden Hospital,
‘Hopefully this project will ensure other parents in
this position will be given hope.’
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